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Alexey (Eliyahu) Yuditsky
0°X9D 7y 0%3330

In the Cairo Genizah documents there is a dirge on the death of Daniel
Gaon by ‘Eli ben ‘Amram, which includes the utterance %¥ o*31115 1397
2°%99. Some explain this phrase as ‘(they) will sing as birds on branches’.
The present paper spells out some difficulties with this explanation and
resolves the issue based on the assumption that the usage of the word o°1m
with regard to birds is attributable to a calque from Arabic. It is further
suggested that the meaning of @98 ¥ 0131 is at least two-fold, and is a
kind of a Hebraized Aramaic expression X»119x "33 ‘lie on a bed’.
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